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STATE OF NEW YORK 
Board of Charities — Department of State and Alien Poor 
Bureau of Analysis and Investigation 



understand better the source of some of the evils which are 
rously affecting mental and moral qualities, and that their 
meaning may be made clear and proper methods be sug- 
for improvement, it is essential that the data of human in- 
nce, embodied in the records of charitable and reformatory 
itions, shall be analyzed, classified, and interpreted. 
i State Charities Law, in section 9, directs the State Board 
arities " to investigate the condition of the poor seeking 
aid and advise measures for their relief," and also rc- 
the Board " to collect statistical information in respect to 
;mber and condition of the inmates of all institutions subject 
supervision, and of the poor receiving public aid," and in 
iance with these requirements, the Board at its quarterly 
lg held July 12, 1911, established a Bureau of Analysis and 
igation, with special reference to eugenics, 
i purposes of the Bureau of Analysis and Investigation 

father information regarding inmates of and proper bud- 
for admission to the State institutions for defectives, that 
anagers of such institutions may have data helpful in the 
nd training of inmates, and that immediate attention may 
en to families or individuals not under public care, whose 
ion and environment make them a menace to the morals and 
. welfare of the State. 

Investigate the relation between the various forms of de- 
mess and the problem of pauperism, and collect data bearing 
epilepsy, mental defect, and other forms of degeneracy, and 
t measures whereby they may be controlled. 
Ud and stimulate local authorities in the performance of 

tneir duties in relation to defective dependents, and the families 

to which such defectives belong. 

4. Study the cause of defectiveness with relation to inheritance 

and environment, to determine in which families defectiveness 
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in New York State which are subject to the visitation and in- 
spection of the State Board of Charities were last year more than 
twenty-four millions of dollars and they are increasing at the rate 
of over one million of dollars annually. Approximately 2 per 
cent of the State's population receives institutional Bupport, while 
another 2 per cent, is given public outdoor relief. There can be 
no doubt that a large proportion of the money expended for 
charitable purposes by public and private agencies is required for 
the maintenance of defectives and hereditary paupers, for the best ' 
authorities declare that more than one-third of the whole number 
of persons in the dependent class are mentally defective, and that 
26 per cent, of the inmates of reformatory institutions are feeble- 
minded by inheritance. 

Efficient government contemplates not only the immediate hap- 
piness of the people but also considers the citizens of the future, 
and therefore is concerned for the improvement of the race. 
The public welfare demands that degenerates shall be prevented 
from the reproduction of their kind. Society may not be re- 
sponsible for the first generation of the feeble-minded, but in view 
of the fact that approximately 75 per cent, of all cases of feeble- 
mindedness is due to inheritance, society must be held respon- 
sible for the large numbers of mental defectives who are born each 
year. 

Every human being is entitled to be well born, that is, to in- 
herit a sound mind in a sound body, both of which require 
good heredity, and then favorable environment for development. 
It is well known that children of mental defectives owing to their 
inheritance of weakness become paupers, criminals, prostitutes 
and drunkards. In order to improve the race and to relieve the 
State from an unnecessary burden of taxation, the defective 
strains must be cut off and the principles of eugenics applied to 



develop vigorous, healthy and competent men and women. This 
will conduce to true prosperity, and to the well-being of the future 
citizens of the State. 

It has been shown in England that the increase in the number 
of the feeble-minded is at nearly twice the rate of the general 
population, and similar conditions exist in the United States. 
The feeble-minded are naturally prolific and should be effectively 
isolated to prevent propagation. 

The following partial family chart illustrates not only the 
fecundity of the feeble-minded, but also shows the persistence of 
defect. 
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The grandparents are both marked as feeble-minded, and 
all their descendants are the same. 

In the second generation, six children inheriting constitutional 
weakness were either stillborn or died in infancy. Two girls and 
three boys survived. These later produced a third generation of 
defectives, of which is shown one branch only — progeny of the 
elder daughter who married twice, was divorced once, and had a 
daughter illegitimately by a third man. Two of her children died 
in infancy, but five girls and three boys, all feeble-minded, survive 
to propagate the defect and add to the heavy burden imposed upon 
the State by pauperism and crime. 
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The arrow indicates the person is a public charge. 

Both grandparents are shown by the second chart to have been 
feeble-minded. One of their daughters, similarly defective, mar- 
ried a man who was alcoholic but otherwise normal. These two 
had twelve children, of whom two died in infancy; one, when 
mature, died of tuberculosis; three are said to be normal, while 
six are feeble-minded. Three of the latter are in the State 
Custodial Aaylum at Rome, and one is in an almshouse. Two of 
these six defectives are now at large and unless placed in an ap- 
propriate asylum, will transmit feeble-mi ndedness to numerous 
descendants. 

Innate qualities are inherited from parents and these inherited 
qualities alone are capable of producing a racial improvement, 
and when strengthened and improved, are transmitted in their 
intensified form to the next generation, which thus starts with the 
advantage of greater power in the germ. Differences in the char- 
acter of individuals are therefore usually due to differences in- 
herent in the original germs from which individuals develop. 
The qualities of these original germs are persistent and are 
seldom* if at all, affected by environment. Henee the impor- 
tance of good qualities in the parents. Said a wise man of old 
" Bless not thyself that thou wast born in Athens, but among thy 
multiplied acknowledgments, lift up one hand to Heaven that 
thou wast born of honest parents, and that modesty, humility and 
veracity lay in the same egg and came into the world with thee." 
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There are about 30,000 feeble-minded persons in the State of 
New York, of whom 4,000 are intermittently sequestered while 
26,000, who are a menace to society, are at liberty and may re- 
produce the unfit. The State Board of Charities urges upon 
public attention the imperative need of adequate custodial care 
for the defective classes, and invites the co-operation of all citizens 
of the State, in the effort to control the sources of defect and thus 
strengthen the commonwealth. 

The study of mental defect requires the compilation of full 
information concerning family history, and -social investigators 
will be of assistance if they include in all case records the ma- 
ternal as well as the paternal family names. The Bureau will be 
pleased to receive data regarding defective families, and other 
facts from institutions and social agencies interested in the appli- 
cation of the principles of eugenics for the welfare of the future 
population of the State. To record the causes of pauperism, all 
relief-giving agencies, societies, and individuals co-operating in 
this movement should use the capital letters given in the follow- 
ing table as symbols. Enclosed in circles they indicate females, 
and in squares, males. 



A 


alcoholic 


Ne neurotic 


B 


blind 


P paralytic 


C 


criminalistic 


Pr. pauper 


D 


deaf 


S syphilitic 


E 


epileptic 


Sx sexually immoral 


F 


feeble-minded 


T tuberculosis 


G 


gonorrhoeal 


V vagrant, confirmed 


I 


insane 


runaway, tramp 


M 


migrainous 


O female 


N 


normal 


□ male 



As the new Bureau of Analysis and Investigation has been 
established to serve the State and to help those who are working 
for social progress, information relative to eugenics will be avail- 
able to those interested. 

The Capitol, Albany, N. Y., April 25, 1912. 
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